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Andrew is the Head of School of Optometry for the Bachelor of
Optometry and Vision Science programme at the University of Auckland.
He is a registered optometrist and has worked in the School of
Optometry and Vision Science at the University since 1994. His primary
area of research is the development of myopia (short-sight), in
particular the effects of environmental factors including light exposure
on myopia development. Andrew is a member of the New Zealand
Association of Optometrists and the Cornea and Contact Lens Society
(NZ).

Jennifer qualified as an optometrist in Scotland in 1992, was awarded a
PhD in 1995 from Glasgow Caledonian University, and completed her
postgraduate ocular therapeutic training in Auckland in 2009. Jennifer is
a Professor in the Department of Ophthalmology at the University of
Auckland. She teaches both optometry and medical students at
undergraduate and postgraduate level, and heads the Ocular Surface
Laboratory, conducting and supervising research into aspects of the
anterior eye with a particular interest in the tear film and dry eye.
Jennifer regularly delivers continuing education and research lectures
nationally and internationally, and publishes in both the scientific and
clinical press. She is a past chair of the Optometrists and Dispensing
Opticians Board of New Zealand.

Shannon is Australia’s first Indigenous woman to graduate in optometry.
She grew up in Mareeba, a small town with a population of around
7,000 in Far North Queensland. She comes from the Wiradjuri People of
Dubbo in New South Wales. After completing her optometry degree in
2004, she has become a pioneer for her people in the field of
optometry, working in rural parts of Australia conducting school
screenings and providing spectacles and eye care for Indigenous
patients in remote clinics. Shannon is currently working in private
practice in Ayr Queensland.
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Professor Lisa Nissen

Alex is the Deputy Head of School and Chair Course Standards
Committee in the School of Medicine at Deakin University. He was the
inaugural Course Director of Deakin’s Optometry program. His primary
research interest is in refractive error development and myopia. His
teaching duties include ocular disease and therapeutics and he has a
longstanding interest in curriculum design. Alex is a graduate of City
University, London and he qualified as an optometrist following a pre-
registration year at Moorfields Eye Hospital. His PhD was obtained
through the University of Wales, Cardiff and he completed further
postgraduate qualifications in Ocular Therapeutics and University
Teaching during his time at the University of Melbourne. He is the
OCANZ Board Chair.

Tony is a Senior Executive and Director with a strong finance, business
growth, relationship management, corporate governance, legal and HR
background, particularly in the Asia Pacific region. Among his current
roles he is presently a Director at MHM Limited, a privately-owned
Japanese company, Board Member of the China Book International
Advisory Board, Consultant, Beijing Joint Education Technology Limited,
China while formerly a director or committee member of NFP’s in
Singapore and Australia. Tony spent ten years working with the
Cambridge University Press, initially as the Finance Director — Asia Pacific
and then as the Managing Director — Asia. Tony is the Chair of the OCANZ
Finance and Risk Committee.

Lisa is the program director for Health Workforce Optimization at the
Centre for Business and Economics of Health at University of
Queensland. She led the School of Clinical Sciences at Queensland
University of Technology for 10 years, including pharmacy, podiatry,
paramedicine, medical imaging, radiation therapy and medical / cardiac
ultrasound. For the last 25 years, Lisa has contributed experience and
knowledge across healthcare settings as a practitioner, educator,
researcher, and implementation scientist. In recognition of her teaching
contributions, she was awarded a National Award for Teaching
Excellence in 2008 and 2013. Lisa is a member of Ahpra Scheduled
Medicines Expert Group and was a Clinical Expert advisor for the
development of the initial NPS Prescribing Competency Framework and
led the recent review of the second version.



Dr Linda Turner

Linda’s career has included 20 years as the Head of the Business School
in three tertiary institutions. Concurrently, she held governance
positions with the New Zealand Institute of Chartered Accountants
including National President in 2009. In this role major governance
changes were instigated ultimately leading to the establishment of the
Trans-Tasman professional body Chartered Accountants Australia and
New Zealand (CAANZ). Linda was a Councillor on the Southern
Metropolitan Council of Adult, Community and Further Education
(ACFE) in Victoria and a Non-Executive Director of the Surveyors
Registration Board (SRBV). Linda holds a Doctor of Business
Administration (DBA) from Southern Cross University, is a Fellow
Chartered Accountant (FCA) and a Graduate of the Australian Institute
of Company Directors (GAICD).

Associate Professor Ann Webber

Ms Katrina Yap

Ann is an established leader in optometry, with a strong track record in
clinical private and public practice, professional representation,
regulation and accreditation, academic teaching, and clinical research.
She has a career history spanning over 30 years as a practicing
optometrist, including establishment and executive leadership of a
multi-practitioner independent optometry practice in Brisbane South,
and pioneering an optometry clinic within the ophthalmology
department at Queensland Children’s Hospital. Ann is a Fellow of the
American Academy of Optometry (AAO) and has been awarded
Diplomate by the AAO for her globally recognised expertise in paediatric
optometry and clinical research. In addition to serving three terms on
the Optometry Board of Australia and Ann has held governance
positions with the Qld/NT division of Optometry Australia including two
terms as Chair (President) and serves as Associate Editor/Editorial Board
member for Clinical & Experimental Optometry the AAO journal
Optometry and Vision Science. Ann was awarded her PhD by the
Queensland University of Technology and is a Graduate of the
Australian Institute of Company Directors (GAICD).

Katrina Yap graduated from the University of Melbourne in 2013 with a
Degree in Optometry and Ocular Therapeutics. She practiced in regional
Victoria before moving to private practice in Melbourne and she is also
a clinical teaching instructor at the University of Melbourne. Katrina
enjoys being involved in the profession outside of the clinic room, and is
a committee member of Early Career Optometrists Victoria and the
Cornea and Contact Lens Society of Victoria. She is passionate about
making eye care accessible for all and has completed outreach and
volunteer optometry work in the Northern Territory, Nepal, South Africa
and Cambodia.



